
The SCBWI is the preeminent membership 
organization for children’s book creators. 

We are a global community of writers, 
illustrators, translators, publishers, librarians, 
advocates, and other industry professionals 

working to establish a more imaginative 
and inclusive world through the power of 

children’s literature.

Check out our FREE monthly happenings for members:
• PAL Member Mingle: events for traditionally published members 
• Spark Meetings: Community for our independently published members 
and those wishing to learn about alternative publishing avenues
• Equity & Inclusion Team: In-Person and VIRTUAL meetings
• Illustrator Meetings: Fourth Thursday each month| VIRTUAL 
• Critique Corner: Connect with other creators to find critique partners
• Monthly KidLit Mingles 

Our mingles are open to all SCBWI members regardless of location. They are 
held on Zoom but periodically in-person meet ups will be announced. 
For more, visit https://www.scbwi.org/regions/arizona/az-events
First Saturdays: 8:30 am – 10:00 am  –  “Ask Us Anything” 
Hosted by: Anne Hannovich
First Saturdays: 10:00 am – 11:30 am  –  “Tucson In-Person KidLit Mingle” 
Hosted by: Lori Alexander and Lucy Munguia
Second Thursdays: 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm  –  “Monthly Book Look Mingle” 
Hosted by: Patricia Franz and Fawzia Tung
Third Tuesdays: 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm  –  “Northern Arizona In-Person KidLit 
Mingle” 
Hosted by: Stephanie Kohnen
Third Saturdays: 9:00 am – 10:30 am  –  “Craft Club”
Hosted by: Kathie McMahon
We also have periodic in-person  “East Valley, West Valley, and Scottsdale/
Paradise Valley In-Person KidLit Mingles” hosted by: Kathie McMahon, 
Angela Morrison, and Claudia Sloan respectively.

Summer 2026:
Critiquenics – free member events in the East Valley and West Valley of 
Phoenix, Tucson, and Flagstaff area, that teach and practice the art of 
critiquing with separate focused groups on PB, MG, YA, and illustrations.

SCBWI members receive 
• Professional Development through Conferences and Workshops
• Marketing, Promotion, & Networking Opportunities
• Print & Online Resources
• Awards & Grants
• Discounts
For more, visit www.scbwi.org/membership
Our Arizona chapter is a vibrant community of KidLit creators. 

MORE INFORMATION AT WWW.SCBWI.ORG/REGIONS/ARIZONA 

FREE Webinar - International Publishing Oppotunities
Saturday, April 4, 2026 - 8:30 am - 11:00 am

Your SCBWI Regional team will share with you resources for publishing in 
a global market and answer any questions you may have about KidLit.

Sign up here: https://www.scbwi.org/events/scbwi-az-publishing-in-a-
global-market-webinar-pf-isyn8spd

This event is made possible by a grant from SCBWI and the Authors Coalition of America.
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The following events are open to everyone, but SCBWI 
members receive discounts:

Saturday, November 14, 2026 | Phoenix, AZ

A full day with agents, editors, and our PAL 
creators sharing their experise through 

keynotes and classes. Sign up for critiques and 
take advantage of submission opportunities.  

View our illustrators’ showcase, purchase 
members’ books, and of course, mingling with 

your regional team and fellow members. 

REGISTRATION OPENS JUNE 2026

MORE INFORMATION AT WWW.SCBWI.ORG/REGIONS/ARIZONA 

Publishing 101 - Understanding the Basics of KidLit 
Publishing Options Webinar
Saturday, March 28, 2026 - 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm|paid event
Writers who want to write KidLit are often surprised to discover the ways 
that the market has sliced and diced the genres into age categories and 
how each category has specific requirements that must be met to make 
their work publishable. This workshop will delve into the basics of writing 
for the children’s market.
https://www.scbwi.org/events/scbwi-az-publishing-101-understanding-
the-basics-of-kidlit-publishing-options

Back to the Trenches - How to Weather the Storm and find your way to 
Another Agent Webinar
Saturday, April 4, 2026 - 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm|paid event
For writers and illustrators who have parted with their agents (whether it 
was self-imposed or the agent left the agency for their own reasons), and 
how to weather that storm and find their way to another agent. Amy is 
going to focus on how to word a query letter and approach agents.
https://www.scbwi.org/events/scbwi-az-webinar-back-to-the-trenches

Surprise! Surprise! - Humorous Ways to Surprise Your Readers Webinar
Saturday, May 16, 2026 - 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm| paid event
Dive into various methods on how to use humor to surprise readers. 
From dramatic irony to unique picture book formats to setting up the 
perfect page turn, Kathryn Rammell will dissect humorous picture books 
and the different techniques their creators utilized to elevate their 
stories. The presentation will conclude with an activity to help spark 
humorous story ideas.
https://www.scbwi.org/events/scbwi-az-surprise-surprise-humorous-
ways-to-surprise-your-readers

Coming Soon:
Webinars – We are working on more programming on voice and storytelling. 

Look for more information soon! 

Arizona SCBWI Regional In-Person Conference 
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TOP TIPS
FOR YOUR WRITING & 

ILLUSTRATION CAREER

READ, READ, READ! 
Read widely in your       
category. 

HONE YOUR CRAFT! 
Fall in love with the craft of 
writing or illustrating and 
learn as much as you can 
before you start querying.

JOIN A CRITIQUE 
GROUP. Critiquing is 
a great way to improve 
your craft and help others 
improve theirs.

WRITE OR DRAW 
WITH A FRIEND. Find 
an accountability partner.

REVISE, REVISE, 
REVISE! Fall in love with 
the revision process. 

COMPLETE YOUR 
NOVEL MANUSCRIPT 
before querying an agent.

COMPLETE AT LEAST 
3 PICTURE BOOK 
MANUSCRIPTS before 
querying an agent.

RESEARCH AGENTS 
to target the right ones.

STAKE A CLAIM to your 
creative time.

BELIEVE IN 
YOURSELF!

DON’T GIVE UP!

Library Writer in Residence

Looking for publishing advice? Frustrated staring at a blank page? The Writer in Resi-
dence program brings local authors to the Library to consult with writers of any age, 
experience, or genre. Each writer brings their own special talents to the program to 
help patrons with all aspects of the writing process. Visit your local library websites 
to see what type of writer in resident or other writer focused programs they offer.

Pima Library Writer in Residence at the Flowing Wells Branch
Now through April | Margot Steines, nonfiction author, & Professor

Providing free workshops and office hours for one-on-one consultations. Check out 
the Pima Library website for details https://www.library.pima.gov/writer/

Tempe Library Writer in Residence February through April |
Leslie Rager, author 

Providing free workshops and office hours for one-on-one consultations. Check 
out the Tempe Library website for details https://www.tempepubliclibrary.org/
event-calendar/tempe-writes/writers-in-residence

Chandler Library Writer in Residence February through April |
Valerie Ipson, author 

Providing free workshops and office hours for one-on-one consultations. Check out 
the Chandler Library website for details https://chandlerlibrary.org/blogs/post/
chandler-writer-in-residence/

KidLit Communities
• StoryStorm (Jan)
• 12x12 (Jan)
• Writing Mastery
• Writing for Kids While Raising Them 
• On-line Support and Education

Podcasts
• Coaching KidLit
• Let’s Get Busy Podcast
• The Children’s Book Podcast
• The Illustration Department

For Illustrators
• The Society of Illustrators
• The Illustration Deptartment
• The Storyteller Academy
• Schoolism
• The Art of Aaron Blaise
• Proko.com

KidLit Websites & Blogs
• Author’s Guild
• KidLit 411
• The Horn Book
• Fuse 8 Production - Betsy Bird
• School Library Journal
• KidLitTV
• The Highlights Foundation
• Harold Underdown’s Purple Crayon
• Cynsations
• Literary Rambles
• Kirkus Reviews
• Picture Book Builders
• Children’s Writer’s Guild
• Rate Your Story
• Picture Book Den
• The Writing Barn
• Sub It Club
• PB Rising Stars (mentorship program)

TUCSON FESTIVAL OF BOOKS | UofA | MARCH 14 &15, 2026

SCBWI: Local Resources for Aspiring 
Authors and Illustrators 

Moderator: 	 Lori Alexander - Author, SCBWI Arizona KLM Host
Panelists:	 Tanja Bauerle - Author, Illustrator, Designer, 
			                 SCBWI Arizona Co-RA
		  Karen Chow - Author, SCBWI Arizona ARA 
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