
E-mail: tanja@bauerle.com

After many years of working in the corporate world of  
design, Tanja ventured out to pursue her love of children’s 
book illustration. She opened her own illustration, branding, 
and design business and, has worked on a variety of projects, 
with book illustration as her primary focus. 

Tanja has illustrated three picture books as well as the 
WRIGHT on TIME chapter book series. Her books have won 
a variety of awards including the Bronze Medal for the 2011 
Moonbeam Children’s Book Award, the 2010 Arizona Book 
Awards, and the 2008 and 2010 Annual International Latino 
Book Awards. Tanja is currently serving as the Assistant 
Regional Advisor for the Arizona region of the Society of 
Children’s Books Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI).

She is currently developing her own stories and is revising 
her illustrated middle-grade historical fiction novel.

Tanja was born in Germany, but grew up outside Melbourne, 
Australia, and now lives near Phoenix, Arizona, with her 
family and her menagerie of three dogs, some chickens, a 
tortoise and a clowder of cats. 

Tanja considers herself tremendously lucky because she 
adores what she does. 

Contact Tanja so she can visit your school or event to get 
kids of all ages excited about books and creativity!
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“Thank you so much for the 
wonderful presentation. The 
class really enjoyed your 
wonderful information and 
they were so pleased that you 
read their stories with them.”

Brenna Renaud, 1st Grade Teacher 
Gilbert Christian Schools - Gilbert, AZ

“You really touched a lot of 
kids. Many of the teachers 
have commented that 
all their kids want to be 
illustrators. Again, thank you 
for coming and sharing your 
special talent.”

Cynthia Achilles, 4th Grade Teacher 
Riggs Elementary - Gilbert, AZ

“Tanja is such an incredibly 
talented illustrator. All of my 
students were fully engaged 
by her entire presentation. 
Tanja has such a special way 
of presenting her many talents 
and skills as an illustrator, 
in addition to encouraging 
students to reach for the 
stars in their writing and 
illustrating. She truly WOW’d 
us and we cannot wait to have 
her back!!!” 

Lindsey O’Brien, 3rd/4th Grade 
Teacher, EduPrize School 
- Gilbert, AZ

“I have always admired Tanja’s 
incredible creativity and her 
ability to interact with people 
of all ages in a way that is 
affirming and inspiring. She 
has the rare combination of  
artistic talent and the ability to 
communicate her ideas and 
vision to others. My students 
enjoyed her presentation and 
learned about the genre in 
ways my own background 
could have never allowed them 
to understand. The only thing 
I wish her presentation would 
have been is longer! She clearly 
had so much more to share 
with us than only a two hour 
period could hold.”

Dan Sapakie, IB/AP Instructore, 
Chandler High School - Chandler, AZ

“Thank you again for coming to 
Bustoz! The kids really enjoyed 
your talk and your artwork. 
There are a few more kids that 
are inspired by your work! 

The biggest message they took 
away from your talk was that 
creating a book takes work! You 
must revise, revise, revise! What 
a great teaching point!“

Jen Robinson, Instructional Coach
Bustoz Elementary School - Tempe, AZ
  
        

What schools 
are saying:

If you have further questions 
about Tanja’s programs, rates, 
or to schedule your visit or 

program, contact her at:

www.tanjabauerle.com

Meet Tanja:



Tips on Making the Most 
out of your Visit or Event:

Your day will be customized to fit your needs. A 
half day program includes 2 presentations and a 
full day program includes up to 4 presentations. 
The duration and content of each presentation will 
depend on the grades represented at each assembly.

In the weeks leading up to the visit, read Tanja’s 
books, download coloring pages and activities 
from her web site (www.tanjabauerle.com), make 
posters and draw pictures to get everyone excited 
about the visit.

Take advantage of the book order form. Tanja will 
be happy to personalize each book purchased!

On the day of the visit make sure that all equipment 
is set-up and working before Tanja arrives. All she 
needs is a computer connected to a projector and 
a screen for the visual part of her presentation, a 
table to display books and artwork, and possibly 
a microphone if the presentation will be held in a 
large hall.

Virtual Visits & Programs
If an actual visit or in-person event is not 
an option, we can arrange a virtual visit via 
Zoom. If you would like more information 
about an online version of one of my 
programs, please contact me.

Professional Events
As the Assistant Regional Advisor for 
the SCBWI in Arizona, I help to develop, 
coordinate, and present a variety of events 
for writers and illustrators of children’s books 
throughout the state and nation. These have 
included panel discussions, conference 
workshops, book festivals, story times,  KidLit 
mingles, critiquenics, as well as our annual 
regional conference.

If you are looking for professional level 
content, I can customize a program to 
accommodate your needs.

From Wordless Picture Books to Graphic Novel 
Presentation for ages 4 to adult

It is quite a leap to move a project from a wordless picture book 
to a graphic novel. Yet that was Tanja’s journey as she developed 
her illustrated historical fiction middle-grade novel. Delve into the 
creative process of determining the right format for a book. Learn 
about the steps from concept to rough draft to countless revisions 
before producing the final product. Realize the importance of 
research and study the meaning behind graphic novel panels and 
the artist’s intentions for creating their images the way they do.

The Book Creation Process presentation for ages 4 to adult

Have you ever wondered how a book is made? How do the pictures 
get into the books? What about the words? This presentation 
explores the entire picture book creation process, starting with 
the initial idea to finally holding the finished book in your hands. 
Students will see the art process from initial thumbnails (tiny rough 
sketches), first draft sketches and revisions, a rough dummy book, 
final artwork, F&G’s (you’ll learn more about what this is during 
the presentation) actual paintings, to the final book. Students will 
see how the creation and revision process relates to what they are 
learning in school.

The Power of the Picture! Presentation for ages 4 to adult

Why do illustrators draw what they do? How do they design an 
image? Where do their ideas come from? Analyze the power of 
the pictures while learning more about the characters by looking 
beyond the words.

The Picture Book Dummy: A Revision Tool For 
KidLit Creators Workshop for adults

Picture book dummies are the domain of the illustrator. NOT SO! 
As a writer, you will learn how you MUST use this vital tool when 
crafting, revising and editing your manuscript. This workshop 
will show you how to use a dummy to ensure that your story will 
function properly within the picture book format. Learn about 
page turns, pacing, rhythm, language and more, in order to craft 
a manuscript that editors will love.

Customized Presentations & Workshops ages 4 to adult

If you have a special topic or concept that you are working 
on in class, Tanja can design a custom program for you. Just 
contact her and she will work with you to develop a program 
that will accommodate your needs. Tanja also presents hands-
on workshops that range from exploring artistic mediums to the 
process of producing your own picture book.

My programs are perfect for kids of all ages, 
preschool through high school.

I also teach adult workshops for writers & illustrators

No group is too small or too large

The most rewarding part of what I do is connecting with 
teachers and students. I am passionate about visiting schools and 
participating in events where I can inspire the next generation 
of artists and writers. My programs can be customized for large 
school-wide assemblies, grade-level groups and even individual 
classroom visits. I also teach craft related workshops on illustrating 
and writing children’s books.

Schools Assemblies & Classroom Visits
The length and content of my school visits are tailored to your needs 
and will be age and grade level specific. My programs include a slide 
presentation, various props, including my painting materials and 
actual paintings and, if desired, a drawing demonstration. Large 
assemblies are welcome and smaller classroom, “Meet the Writer & 
Illustrator” type sessions are also available and work well, especially 
for younger grades.

School Visits That WOW!


